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return to his owner. The overwhelming accumula-
tion of evidence in illustration of every one of these
chapters of misery gives the lie, direct and emphatic,
to the comfortable theory that the slaves do not
object to their bondage. One is reminded of the
plea of the fox-hunter, that on the whole the fox
rather enjoys the prospect of being torn to pieces
by the hounds.
The dividing line, clear cut and sharp, between
slavery and "systems akin to slavery" is, then,
this question of " property right," the acid test
being whether the person is a mere saleable pro-
perty or a human being, possessing the free choice
of the disposal of his person, his labour, and the
maintenance of freedom for his wife and his ^off-
spring. In 1925 the League of Nations grasped
this distinction quite clearly, and decided after a
prolonged debate that what was most needed \ at
the present time was an international definition of
what constituted slavery, which would allow of no
ambiguity in the future. Thus it came about that
the international starting-point of the new effort
for the abolition of slavery was the declaration by
the League of Nations, to be found in the first
Article of the new Slavery Convention/ that;
" Slavery is the status or condition of a person over
whom any or all of the powers attaching to the right oi'
ownership are exercised."
In short, a slave is a property !
* See Appendix No* L